
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 November, 2011
Between 7.00pm and 8.30pm at Memorial Hall, Otterburn

MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Harry Scott

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers - Clerk Ian Addy - Parishioner Gill Chilvers – Parishioner
Cmder MacGregor-Smith (7.00 – 7.30)
Ruth Lognonne – Courant

Patricia Addy – Parishioner
Cllr John Riddle (7.30 – 8.30)

Angie Robson – Parishioner (7.00 – 8.00)
PC Helen Spencer (7.00 – 7.45)

Absent
Clive Emerson Gary Satchwell Sarah Robson

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and AGREED for Sarah Robson, Gary Satchwell due to work commitments and 
Clive Emerson who was feeling unwell.

2.  Visit from Commander MacGregor-Smith from Otterburn Camp
Commander MacGregor-Smith provided an update on the national position of the armed forces and the 
reductions being seen in resources.  More locally these changes have seen a change in area management 
and Otterburn Camp now falls within the control of Catterick. Whilst the change is a merger it was 
reported that none of the Otterburn Camp management got a similar level position in the new structure.

The Commander reported that whilst Otterburn has seen a number of redundancies recently that he 
personally regrets and is sorry for, it does certainly have a future for Army training and will continue to be 
busy. New facilities have been built and there will be a lot of training for troops being deployed to 
Afghanistan.  Anyone wishing to contact the camp on a local issue should continue to do so via the same 
contacts as they have previously.

Mr Addy asked why the night time exercises had seemingly increased and asked for insight why these 
needed to be so late and loud. The Commander advised that activity on the Camp was dependant on the 
training requirements and timing of their deployment. Recently there has been more artillery training and 
that by its nature will be loud. He reported that night time activities are necessary in part from the demand 
of the amount of training but also the need for training in the dark.

Mrs Addy asked why it was necessary for firing to sometimes last 24 hours a day and was there not a better 
way to organise these activities to avoid such noise at night. The Commander responded that training took 
place when operationally required and together with availability of resources this sometimes was a night. 
Mrs Addy asked a further question as to whether there was any possibility Otterburn Camp would be 
closed. The Commander advised this was unlikely as it was a principal place for AS90 training. 

Mrs Addy also asked whether it was legal to fire 24 hours a day. The Commander responded that bylaws 
did make this legal with appropriate notice given. Mrs Addy advised that the websites she had searched did 
not provide any such details of activities and the Commander advised he would investigate this matter. 
(Subsequent to the meeting the Commander advised the websites had not recently been updated but this 
has now been rectified). The Clerk advised he did receive notice of Camp activities that he posted on the 
Parish Council notice board. In future he would also make this information available on the Parish Council 
website.

The Commander advised that the training was not an exact science and whilst activities were 
communicated a month ahead sometimes changes were necessary at short notice. The Chair thanked the 
Commander for his time and answering the questions.
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3. Visit from PC Helen Spencer
Combining the visit of PC Spencer with items 8 on the agenda, the Chair initially invited Angie Robson to 
detail a recent incident involving her daughter. Ms Robson advised that there appears to be some 
disagreement where the school bus can drop children off when returning from school. Presently they are 
being dropped off along the road side between Percy Arms and the Memorial Hall.  As her daughter 
attempted to cross the road she was almost knocked over by a fast moving vehicle. It was reported that 
there have been a number of near misses over time and generally the matter of speeding traffic through 
the village, particularly lorries, was becoming an increasing concern with pedestrians almost getting 
‘sucked’ into the road.

PC Spencer advised she would speak with Mrs Snaith (School bus operator) to determine if an alternative 
dropping off site could be used. It was reported that the car park of the Working Man’s Club had been 
previously used but there was some dispute and with work on the barn next to the vicarage it was not a 
practical solution.

The Chair reported a different incident when he witnessed a speeding truck on Sunday 23 October. 
Having only noted the haulage name he reported it to the police and by GPS it was advised the truck was 
doing 52 MPH through the village.

It WAS AGREED that there was ‘an accident waiting to happen’ and something needed to be done to 
reduce traffic speed through the village as well as increase pedestrian safety. 

The Chair reported that a PV2 traffic survey was to be undertaken shortly by the NCC to determine 
whether the volume of activity warranted a crossing to be provided. In addition a petition was being 
arranged by Ms Robson. Cllr Riddle suggested that individuals should write to the NCC on the matter. He 
also confirmed that he had recorded the matter as one of his three priorities on the recent Local Transport 
Plan.

PC Spencer advised there had recently been a police presence with traffic speed warning signs. This was 
followed next day when a number of drivers were given speeding tickets including two HGVs. 

The Chair asked whether it would be possible for a speed gun to be borrowed from the Police and used 
by ‘responsible’ residents of the Parish to slow traffic through the village however PC Spencer advised that 
there insufficient items to be able to ‘lend’ out. It WAS AGREED that the cost of a speed gun would be 
investigated.

PC Spencer additionally reported there had recently been damage in the public conveniences in the village 
including fire damage. It was requested that should local residents see suspicious activity around the toilets 
they should report this to the Police. Meantime it WAS AGREED the Parish Council would work with 
NCC to reduce the chance of the toilets being damaged.

PC Spencer also highlighted that there had been a few cases of oil/coal and even logs being stolen as cost 
of fuel continued to rise. She advised the residents should be vigilant and take care of their stock.    

4. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by 
the Chair.

5. Matters arising
a) Item 3a:  Otterburn Village Festival – Future events:   The Clerk reported that there was to be a meeting on 4 
November in the Memorial Hall where people were invited to provide ideas and volunteer their time / 
services towards the organisation and running on the weekend of the festival – 14/15 July, 2012.

b) item 3b: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

c) item 3c: Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. It was agreed that a 
response should be sent to the landowners solicitors that clearly detailed what the Parish Council would be 
willing to cede and insisted that the paths agreed should be recognised as official footpaths to avoid any 
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possible confusion. It WAS AGREED that it would preferable to seek a definitive map of the paths at the 
Hall.

d) item 3d: Funding for Children’s play area: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. It WAS 
AGREED the Clerk would contact NCC as it appeared the Barn next to the Vicarage was now occupied 
and determine how much and when the funding payment should added to the total.

e) item 3e: Employment of maintenance person for ‘odd’ jobs within Parish: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED. 

f) item 3g: Millennium Green – maintenance: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. The Chair 
reported the wood had been delivered to Ron Holden who was going to undertake the repairs.

g) item 6a: Responsibility for local services from April 2012: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.  The 
Chair confirmed the position of the services that would be provided by NCC and it WAS AGREED no 
further action was required at this time.

h) item 6b: ‘The Green’, Willow Green – future use:  It WAS AGREED with current finances and timing that 
shrubs would not be purchased at this time for ‘The Green’. However IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk 
would investigate the possible of purchasing bulbs such as daffodils.  

i) item 6c: Plans to keep footpath clear of snow in the village: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.  Cllr 
Riddle advised NCC were asking about priority of paths in the county that should be kept clear. It WAS 
AGREED the Clerk would write to Richard Hayes or Andy Rutherford about the matter.

j) item 6e: Otterburn Trail – footpath through field by Sports Centre: The Chair reported he had spoken to George 
Chapman regarding cattle in the field. Mr Chapman advised it was only cows and a few calves in the field 
now.  There is no bull in the field presently but he may have one in the shed later. He expressed concern 
about people being worried of the cattle. Should people be worried then they should contact the Chair.

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for October, 2011: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for October 2011 
was AGREED.

b) Annual Audit to 31 March, 2011: The Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement 2010/11 
were AGREED. 

c) Reimbursement of payment for ‘No Dog’s’ sign for Children’s play area: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

d) Payment of invoice for replacement swing seats at Children’s play area: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

e) Reimbursement of Chair’s expenses: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

f) Payment of an invoice to Chris Mowatt: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

g) Payment of invoice to Jacksons for four pieces of wood: The Clerk reported he not received the invoice from 
Jacksons so matter would be deferred for a month.

h) Payment of invoice for Robson & Cowan: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

7. Planning
There was no planning to discuss this month

8. New Business
Items 8a, 8b and 8c were covered in Item 2 above.

9 Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
The poor condition of the Council Depot fence and grassed area in the village was raised and it WAS 
AGREED the Clerk would contact NCC regarding this matter.

9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00pm 
on Tuesday, 6 December, 2011 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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